CKLECC

Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Lincoln Counties Early Childhood Council
Resources for all children and families to ensure they are
healthy and thriving as part of a caring community.
cklecc.org
October is Safe Sleep Awareness Month:
Your job as an early childhood professional is an important one! If you care for infants, your
day is full of diaper changes, feedings, playtime, tummy time and also naptime. You know safety is
an important part of everything you do, especially when it comes to making sure babies are sleeping safely. Take some time this October to talk about safe sleep with parents/caregivers and
other people in your life. Share the Colorado Shines safe sleep webpage:
https://www.coloradoshines.com/families?p=safesleep, encourage families to
take the Safe Sleep course on the Professional Development Information
System at : https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/home, and check out the
national Safe to Sleep Campaign at: https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov to help
you learn more about safe sleep and how to have this important conversation.
Remember, infants should be alone, on their back and in an empty crib with
a firm mattress. Thank you for all you do to keep babies safe!

Early Childhood Council Meeting Dates & Provider Training
CKLECC Board Meeting
Monday, November 4th
1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Kiowa County DHS Meeting Room

CKLECC Council Meeting
Monday, November 4th
2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Kiowa County DHS Meeting Room

Lincoln County Provider Training
Training T.B.D.
Wednesday, November 13th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Limon DHS/CKLECC Meeting Room

Cheyenne County Provider Training
“Children are Natural Scientists”
Thursday, November 14th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Cheyenne County Public Health Office

Kiowa County Provider Training
“Children are Natural Scientists”
Thursday, October 24th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Little Leaders Learning & Care Center

ColoradoShines.com

KEEP TRACK OF YOUR CHILD’S DEVELOPMENT
“Play a role in getting children off to a great start!”
http://earlylearningco.org
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Early Learning Development Guidelines - ELDGs
The Colorado Early Learning and Development Guidelines are a helpful resource whether you’re a
first-time parent or caregiver, or an experienced professional. The Guidelines describe kids’
abilities at certain ages and offer tips for how adults can help develop and support those
abilities. Visit: www.earlylearningco.org to find more resources for the specific age group you
need.
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LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

How Do Infants Learn?
Healthychildren.org
Infants Are Amazing -In the very
beginning, it may seem that your baby
does nothing but eat, sleep, cry, and fill
her diapers. But your infant is learning
too. She can see and hear what is happening around her and can communicate
her needs and interests to others. Parents can help their babies learn by playing with them.
Infants have the ability to see faces
and objects of different shapes, sizes,
and colors. They can tell the difference
between the voices of their parents and
others. We’re surprised when they mold
their bodies into our arms or shoulders.
We marvel at how they came into the
world able to suck, communicate certain
needs by crying, and, at times, calm
down on their own. Most infants can do
all of these things as soon as they are
born.
You Are Your Baby’s First Teacher First experiences have a very important
effect on the future. That’s why you are
so important to your baby’s growth and
development. The growth of your baby’s
brain is affected by the care and experiences you provide. Loving attention
helps new brain cells connect in ways

that help infants: Feel secure and confident, make sense of new ideas and
information, and grow healthy bodies.
Things To Watch For - Your baby
has a different style or personality
from all other babies. It’s fun to get to
know your baby’s likes, needs, and abilities. Find out how your baby relates to
other people and situations. Some infants like more activity, some like less.
Some infants are louder when they
laugh or cry, some are quieter by nature. All infants let us know when they
have had enough. Some ways your baby
may tell you that it’s time for a nap are:
Avoids making eye contact, becomes
sleepy or fussy, may cry a lot, coughs or
spits or rubs eyes.
Take Care of Yourself - Children
grow faster in their first year than at
any other time in their lives. This will
take a lot of your time and energy. You
need to be healthy and happy to give
your child the best start possible.
When you feel good about yourself, you
will be helping your baby feel happy and
secure too. This is why you need to find
the time to take care of yourself. Let
people know when you need support or

help. After you are rested, you will have
more energy and you will be able to have
more fun with your baby.
Others Who Care For Your Baby Developing a close bond with parents and
family members is important. It helps
infants form positive relationships with
others. By letting other people hold and
talk with your baby when you are around,
your baby learns how to relate to other
people. When you cannot be with your
baby, it is best if the same few trusted
people are the caregivers. Your baby will
learn to expect and enjoy their company
and kindness. If you decide to leave your
baby with a relative, friend, or professional child care provider, make sure that
the caregiver and surroundings adequately provide a healthy, safe and comforting
environment. This way, you will feel confident about the safe and loving care being
provided.
A Strong Start for Life - Infants
spend the first year learning to feel secure about being loved. Love, expressed
in the ways mentioned here, and in many
other ways by you—will give your child
the physical strength to fight illness, the
emotional strength to feel confident, and
the ability to learn new things.

FAMILY SUPPORT & EDUCATION

Early Intervention Colorado
Colorado’s Early Intervention program provides supports and services
to children with developmental delays
or disabilities and their families from
birth until the child’s third birthday.
Early Intervention Colorado can help
families learn ways to support and
promote their child’s development
within their everyday routines and
activities.
Research shows that the first
three years of a child’s life are the
most important time for developing
and learning. By providing needed services and supports during this time,
families will be able to help their children with special needs develop to
their full potential, and may decrease
the need for additional help later in
life.
The Early Intervention Colorado
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program bases its foundation of support on seven guiding key principles. They are a way to talk about how
services are provided and delivered to
the families we support. They include
being family-centered, focusing on
children’s learning in their natural
environment, adult learning and quality
teaming.
The seven guiding principles are:
Infants and toddlers learn best
through everyday experiences and
interactions with familiar people in
familiar contexts; All families, with
the necessary supports and resources, can enhance their children’s
learning and development; The primary role of a service provider in early
intervention is to work with and support family members and caregivers in
children’s lives; The early intervention

process, from initial contacts through
transition, must be dynamic and individualized to reflect the child’s and
family members preferences, learning
styles and cultural beliefs; IFSP outcomes must be functional and based
on children’s and families’ needs and
family-identified priorities; The family’s priorities, needs and interests are
addressed most appropriately by a
primary provider who represents and
receives team and community support;
Interventions with young children and
family members must be based on
explicit principles, best available research, and relevant laws and regulations.
To learn more about the seven
guiding principles visit:
coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/eicolorado
CKLECC

HEALTH & WELL-BEING
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HEALTH & WELL-BEING
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Library Hours, Story Hour & Bookmobile Schedules
Limon Memorial Library Hours
M–F: 10:00 am -8:00 pm
Sat.: 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Toddler Story Hour every
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
Lincoln County Bookmobile
Makes stops bimonthly at Arriba,
Genoa, Hugo, Limon, and Karval. For
more information call 719-775-2163
or reach by email at
lcbookmobile@yahoo.com

Hugo Public Library Hours
M-F
2:00 pm-6:00 pm
Kiowa County Public Library Hours
M– F 8:00 am-4:30 pm
Toddler Story Hour is Thursday
mornings at 10:00 am.

Cheyenne Wells
Library Hours
M:
9:00 am-6:00 pm
T-Th: 9:00 am-4:00 pm
F:
9:00 am-2:30 pm
Sat:
10:00 am-1:00 pm
Toddler Story Hour is Wednesday
mornings from 10:00 am to 10:45 am.

Early Childhood Council
(CKLECC) Fun Tote Program
If you haven't had a chance to
participate in the CKLECC Fun Tote
Program now is the time!

Materials:
•

5 orange pipe
cleaners

•

1 green pipe
cleaner

•

orange pony
beads

•

Scissors (if you
have a lot of
excess once it’s
time to wrap the
stem

How to make a beaded pumpkin:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Twist the pipe cleaner s to gether
in the center.
Add beads to each “leg” of the pumpkin.
Pull all the “legs” up together.
Twist the pipe cleaners together to form
a stem.
Wrap the green pipe cleaner around the
stem to cover the orange .
Sit the pumpkin on its bottom and squish
it down to give it a round shape .

Check out a tote at the Limon, Eads or
Cheyenne Wells Library and fill out our
survey for a chance to win a prize .

The program is an educational opportunity
designed to promote parent/caregiver
interaction and to help monitor
developmental milestones in kids while
they are having fun.
The Fun Totes are for ages
0-8 and offer a variety of categories to
choose from such as: science, math,
reading, social emotional, dramatic play,
healthy living and more.

The program is funded by the
Buell Foundation.
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CKLECC Council Mini-Grants & Scholarships
CKLECC Child Care Mini Grant: CKLECC has funding available to offer a mini
grant supporting home child care licensing costs.
ECE Course & Professional Development Scholarships: CKLECC has funding
available to offer scholarships for early childhood professionals taking an ECE
course or courses to pursue a career in Early Childhood.
** Mini Grants & Scholarships have eligibility requirements and amounts vary.
Please contact Julie Witt at 719-775-9728 to request an application or more
information.
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There is exciting news for Lincoln County and the
community of Hugo. Country Living Learning Center is now a
licensed child care facility and is OPEN for business! The center still has a few openings
for kiddos as well as an opening for a classroom assistant. Contact CLLC for more
information at 719-743-2550 or at www.CLLC2018.com.
There are openings for infants (6 weeks-18 months) and pre-School (2 1/2 years-5
years). Part-time and full time care is available. There are also a few half-day options
available (4 hours or less). Tuition assistance is available through the Colorado Child
Care Assistance Program (CCCAP).
Reserve your spot today, or schedule a tour!
Email us at countrylivinglearningcenter@yahoo.com

Early Childhood Provider of the Month Nominations
CKLECC wants to recognize the outstanding early childhood providers we have in our
counties. Help us get started by nominating a provider of the month. Send us your
nomination for provider of the month with a write up on why they deserve the honor. We
will feature the chosen provider in next month’s newsletter and possibly the local newspaper.
Send nominations to Julie Witt, CKLECC Coordinator, at

Cheyenne, Kiowa and Lincoln Counties
Early Childhood Council

Important Contacts

455 1st Avenue, Limon, CO 80828
PO Box 235, Limon, CO 80828
Phone: 719-775-9728
Email: cklecc@esrta.com
IMPORTANT WEBSITES:

earlylearningco.com
coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com
coloradoshines.com
cklecc.org

Cheyenne County
Prairie View Clinic
(719) 767-5669
Public Health
(719) 767-5616
Sheriff’s Dept.
(719) 767-5633
Human Services
(719) 767-5629
WIC
(719) 346-8732
1st Thursday of every
month at 560 W. 6th
N., Cheyenne Wells,
719-767-5616
Lincoln County
Public Health/WIC
(719) 743-2526 - Hugo
Two middle Wed. of
every month at 326
8th Street, Hugo

Become A CKLECC Member
If you or anyone you know may be interested in
becoming a member or a partner of the Cheyenne,
Kiowa and Lincoln Counties Early Childhood Council
please contact the Council Coordinator, Julie Witt
at 719-775-9728 or by email at cklecc@esrta.com.
The mission of CKLECC is to provide a comprehensive, high quality, coordinated and accessible
system of support through collaborative community partnerships and resources for all children and
families to ensure they are healthy and thriving as
a part of a caring community.

Public Health/WIC
(719) 775-8864 Limon 1st Four Tuesdays of each month;
First and last Wednesday of each month at
455 1st Avenue, Limon
Sheriff’s Office
(719) 743-2426
Human Services
(719) 743-2404
Peak Vista
(719) 775-2367
Gordon Clinic
(719) 743-2155
Limon Family Practice
(719) 775-8662
Kiowa County
Sheriff’s Dept.
(719) 438-5411
Social Services
(719) 438-5541

Eads Medical Clinic
(719) 438-2251
Public Health
(719) 438-5782
Early Intervention
Colorado
www.eicolorado.org
888-777-4041
Centennial
Mental Health
(719) 775-2313
(719) 346-8183
South East
Health Group
(719) 336-7501
Nurse Family
Partnership
(719) 760-2153

CKLECC Board of Directors
Board Chair - Dennis Pearson
Kiowa County Dept. of Human Services
Board Vice Chair– Cindy Ferree
Limon Child Development Center
Secretary - Luci Reimer, Limon Memorial Library
Treasurer - Amber Ellis, Parent Lincoln County
Tami Stephenson – Southeast Health Group
Lisa Thomas, About F.A.C.E.
Collene Walsh, Cheyenne County Public Health
Patricia Phillips, Lincoln County Dept. of Human Services
Ryann Wollert, Prowers County Public Health
Alex Arellano, Morgan Community College
Jennifer Paintin, Baby Bear Hugs

