CKLECC Board of Directors ANNUAL Meeting Minutes
MINUTES

JUNE 7, 2021

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM

MEETING CALLED BY

Dennis Pearson, Chairman

TYPE OF MEETING

Monthly CKLECC Board of Directors Meeting

VIRTUAL MEETING

Dennis Pearson, Chairman

FACILITATOR

Julie Witt, CKLECC Coordinator

NOTE TAKER
TIMEKEEPER

In Person: Jennifer Paintin (Baby Bear Hugs); Dennis Pearson (Board Chair/Kiowa County DHS);
Haley Leonard (Financial Manager); Julie Witt (Council Coordinator); Carole Spady (Quality
Improvement Coach): Luci Reimer (Secretary/Limon Memorial Library); Amber Ellis
(Treasurer/Parent); Candace Chamberlain (CKLECC Tote & FFN Program)
ATTENDEES

Lisa Thomas (About F.A.C.E.); Tammy Yoder (Karval Preschool); Cindy Ferree (Board Vice Chair);
Danielle Storevik (Centennial Mental Health); Kailey Meardon (South East Health Group); Vicki
Folkerts (ECSDD)
Absent Board Members: Collene Walsh, Louie Morphew, Tami Stephenson, Autumn Pelton

Agenda topics
MAY BOARD MEETING MINUTES WERE APPROVED BY THE BOARD
FOLLOWING A MOTION BY AMBER AND A SECOND BY LUCI.
COORDINATOR REPORT

DISCUSSION

JULIE WITT

Julie and Haley had a virtual site visit with Lesa Nesbitt of the Buell Foundation. All grant application
documents were provided. Lesa asked that CKLECC come up with a measurable goal for the application.
Julie mentioned that she thought a goal around the new Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) Resource Group
would be a good idea; however, Lesa said Buell would like to see a goal that supports childcare licensing.
Julie mentioned that we have a potential home childcare provider who has submitted their licensing
application to the state and completed training. She wondered if combining the FFN Program with at least
one new individual getting licensed might be a good goal. Luci suggested the goal include wording that
states CKLECC is working to develop a FFN network to enhance the options of care in our communities and
to increase the number of licensed childcare providers. The group agreed this would be a good start at a
measurable goal. Julie will put something together and send it to Lesa. Julie reported that three new
scholarship applications had been received and that the board had reviewed them prior to the meeting.
Julie will be at the Lincoln Theatre in Limon on Thursday, June 10 th to show the No Small Matter
Documentary during Rural Philanthropy Days. Training credit will be offered to licensed providers who
attend. Two FFN group events are scheduled in Limon. Candie is working out the final details to schedule
an event in Cheyenne Wells and Eads later this month. Julie will share a table wi th Luci at the Rohr into
Summer event on June 12th to share information on the FFN Program. She and Candie will also be at
Ahimsa Coffee in Limon on June 16 th to provide information. They will be working to collect surveys from
both parents and providers. Candie is working with the library in Cheyenne Wells to try and coordinate an
event with the summer reading program. She is also working with the library in Eads to do the same.
CKLECC is hoping to coordinate with the Maine Scoop in Eads to provide ic e cream to those completing
surveys. Julie has not heard any new updates on the future funding coming down through councils that
Maegan Lokteff of ECCLA spoke of last month. It sounds like updates will be coming out later this month.
Four B.L.A.S.T. Babysitting classes were held between the three counties. Carole will provide updates in her
report out. The new round of Colorado Shines Quality Improvement funding will open on July 1 st for those
programs wishing to apply or reapply. Kelly Hart of Limon has submitted a home childcare licensing
application to the state. She is close to having all required training completed. CKLECC paid her
registration to attend the required Medication Administration Training in Yuma over the weekend. In May,
CKLECC staff delivered provider appreciation gifts to all licensed providers and center staff.

CONCLUSIONS
ACTION ITEMS

MINUTES
DISCUSSION

PERSON RESPONSIBLE

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT COACH REPORT

DEADLINE

CAROLE SPADY

Carole reported she had held four B.L.A.S.T. Babysitting courses over the past couple of weeks. A total of
25 young ladies completed the course (10 -Kiowa County, 5-Cheyenne County, 8-Lincoln County, and 2 –

out of county). Courses were held in Eads, Sheridan Lake, Kit Carson, and Limon. All participants were
given a backpack with supplies to use at babysitting jobs. Carole is scheduled to provide a training at Little
Leaders Learning and Care Center in Eads later this month. She is also completing quality improvement
coaching hours with the center. She is finishing up coaching hours and assisting with final spending
requests for all sites who participated this fiscal year which ends June 30 th.
CONCLUSIONS

ACTION ITEMS

MINUTES

DISCUSSION

PERSON RESPONSIBLE

COUNCIL MEMBER UPDATES

DEADLINE

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Danielle reported that she has been cleared to begin some in-person visits for Centennial Mental Health.
She is scheduled to begin at Limon Child Development Center. She will be there on Tuesdays. She is
working to connect with Country Living Learning Center in Hugo. Luci reported that the Rohr into Summer
Event in Limon is this Saturday, June 12 th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. She and Julie will be partnering up
at the event to distribute resources. The library and bookmobile will be giving away free books and all
coming to the event can receive free four packs of flowers. Jennifer reported that Baby Bear Hugs w ill
begin having in-person outdoor family visits. Cindy reported that the summer session at Limon Child
Development Center has begun. Teachers who have been vaccinated no longer need to wear a mask.
There are 50 children enrolled this summer.

CONCLUSIONS

ACTION ITEMS

MINUTES

DISCUSSION

PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FINANCIALS/EXPENDITURES/MAY
CHECKS/SPENDING REQUESTS

DISCUSSION

ACTION ITEMS

HALEY LEONARD

Haley reported on May checks which included: office supplies, payroll, liabilities, utilities, rent, CenturyLink,
Office Works-desk, bookshelf, advertising – Limon Leader, Range Ledger, Lamar Community College –
Strickland scholarship, Sharon Pearson – website, Colorado Shines Quality Improvement spending – Little
Leaders, Discount School Supply, Lakeshore, Autism Community, mileage, credit cards. The expenditures
were as follows: $162 Buell, $630 Child Care Resource Referral (CCRR), $10,752 Colorado Shines Quality
Improvement (CSQI); $1,842 Country Living Learning Center CSQI; $3,100 Limon Child Development Center
CSQI; $2,427 Little Leaders CSQI; $178 Lincoln County DHS; $39 Miscellaneous; $11,314 System’s Building
totaling $30,597. We are currently waiting on $32,485 in state reimbursements. Total funding that needs
spent by June 30 th is $24,378. Haley is estimating spend down to be approximately $8,000 after regular
monthly expenses. Haley suggested we put earlier deadlines on spending for CSQI sites next year so that
we don’t find ourselves in a bind having low funds in the bank account while waiting on reimbursements for
large expenditures. State funding must be spent by June 30 th. Anschutz was spent the end of May. Luci
made a motion to approve May checks and financials. Amber seconded and the board approved.

ACTION ITEMS

MINUTES

DEADLINE

PERSON RESPONSIBLE

ECE SCHOLARSHIP

DEADLINE

JULIE WITT

Julie had forwarded out three scholarship applications for review to the board prior to the meeting.
Applications were for Katie Rogers, Kiya Leonard, and Leisha Peck. Katie is enrolled in summer courses at
Morgan Community College. She teaches at Limon Child Development Center. Kiya works at Little Leaders
Learning Center. Leisha Peck from Little Leaders applied for assistance to go towards her remaining
balance from completing the Director’s Fast Track Program at Lamar Community College. The board agreed
that with funding being available they would fund all three scholarships. Amber motioned to approve all
three scholarship applications in full. Jennifer made a second and the board approved.
PERSON RESPONSIBLE

DEADLINE

MINUTES
DISCUSSION

FUTURE MEETINGS

DENNIS PEARSON

The next regular Board/Council Meeting will be a week early on Monday, June 28th as the first Monday in
July is a holiday. The meeting will be held both virtually and in-person. Those wishing to meet in person
can join Julie at the CKLECC Office in Limon.
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